THE   SHIP-RUNNERS

me.    I haven't seen the skipper yet.    I think I
heard him called Purdy."

" Purdy ? Bill Purdy ? " Macandrew was
incredulous. " Do you know what you've let
yourself in for ? If Purdy's got the job, I
know why. Nobody else would take it, and
he's the last man, anyway, who ought to have
it."

" What, drink ? "  asked Hanson.

" Lord, no. Not Purdy. No. It's the man
himself. I've known him a long time, and I like
him, but he'll never do. He can't make up his
mind to a course. Don't you remember the
Campeacby case ? I expect it was before your
time. Purdy had her. He was coming up-
Channel, and got nervous over the weather, and
put into Portland for a pilot. There was no
pilot. So he decided to put out again and go on.
It never occurred to him that as he was in shelter
he'd better stay there till a pilot arrived, because
getting out of that was exactly when he'd want
one. He put her ashore. That was like Purdy
to play for safety and make a wreck. When he
got over the fuss Lloyd's raised about it he refused
to take command again for some time. He